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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure, a completed Form PTO-1449 is enclosed. 
Consideration of each of the listed references by the Examiner is respectfully requested. 
Applicant also respectfully requests that an initialed copy of Form PTO-1449 indicating such 
consideration be returned with the next Official Action, as set forth in MPEP 609. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the 
mailing date of a Final Action or Notice of Allowance. 

Attached is a check in the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1 7(p). Please credit or debit Deposit Account No. 06-1910 as needed to ensure consideration 
of the disclosed information. 

DE 4313284 is a German-language reference. Enclosed is a full English-language 
translation of this document. IP 57-140339 is a Japanese-language reference. An English- 
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language abstract for this reference is provided. JP 61-91042 is a Japanese-language reference. 
Enclosed is a full English-language translation of this reference. JP 64-14129 is a Japanese- 
language reference. Enclosed is an English-language abstract for this reference. 

Also enclosed are the International (PCT) Search and Examination Reports for the PCT 
application number US01/28728 filed 11 September 2001 from which the present application 
derives its priority. 

This application claims priority to Provisional Application No. 60/231,895, filed 11 
September 2000 and is related to Application No. 10/009,291, filed 5 November 2001, which is 
also being examined by Examiner Blackwell-Rudasil. The identification of these U.S. patent 
applications is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to these applications now or upon 
issuance of the present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to 
consider the cited application and the art cited therein during examination. 

By submitting these references, applicant does not admit that the references are prior art 
to or material to this application, and reserves the right to establish that any reference is not prior 
art. Applicant does not represent that the references have been reviewed in detail; there may be 
details in the references of which applicant is unaware. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees required to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1910. 
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